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Hikers wanted. 
Climbers, 
mountaineers, 
skiers too.
mec.ca/careers

Love the outdoors? We’re hiring. 
•  Share your passion for gear and activities 
•  Nice outdoorsy perks and discounts 
•  Welcoming, inclusive culture

MEC is a proud partner of 
Alpine Club of Canada
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RIVER BARRY
IMAGE BY NIKKI SMITH

SEEK
WILDER
PATHS
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Corporate Partners
The Alpine Club of Canada recognizes all of our outstanding corporate 
partners who support our club in so many ways. Without the support 
of these companies, the ACC could not run the programs we do or 
have the success we’ve had. We thank them sincerely for their support.

Corporate Friends
Alpinist Magazine
Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity
Canadian Avalanche Association
CPAWS
Explore Magazine
Gripped
Mountain Culture Group
Mountain Life – Rocky Mountains
Rocky Mountain Books
Zaui Software

facebook.com/alpineclubcan

twitter.com/alpineclubcan

instagram.com/alpineclubcan

Publications Mail 
Agreement No. 40009034
Return undeliverable Canadian 
addresses to:

The Alpine Club of Canada
Box 8040, Canmore, AB
Canada T1W 2T8

Phone: (403) 678-3200

info@alpineclubofcanada.ca
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca

Board of Directors
Isabelle Daigneault – President
Richard Campbell – Secretary
Keith Sanford –  Treasurer
John Andresen – VP Access/Environment
Frank Spears – VP Activities
Jim Gudjonson – VP Facilities
Zac Robinson – VP Mountain Culture
Steve Traversari – VP Sections
Toby Harper-Merrett – VP Services/Athletics
Carine Salvy – Executive Director

Gazette Editorial Team

Keith Haberl, Kristy Davison, Peter Hoang

Design & Production

Kristy Davison, Zac Bolan, Peter Hoang

Submissions

Submissions to the Gazette are welcome! 
For submission guidelines email your 
idea to the Gazette Editor at
gazette@alpineclubofcanada.ca

Advertising 
Advertising rate sheet available on the 
website or by request. Please direct 
advertising inquiries to Zac Bolan, 
Publications Manager by e-mail:
zbolan@alpineclubofcanada.ca

le club alpin du Canada
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Contributor Profiles
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cell  250-354-9028     
o   ce  250-354- 552
summitmountainguides.com

Adventure the Kootenays & Beyond
Avalanche Skills Training
Guided Backcountry Touring
Basecamps & Ski Traverses
Ski Mountaineering Expeditions
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����� ����������������������������������������­��
������������������

�������������������
�����������������
�����������������������������������������������������
����������������
��

��������������������������������������
���������������������������������
����������
���
�����	������ ����������������


������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������
���
������������	������������������������������
�������������������

��������������

������������
����������������������������	���������������������
��������������
������
�������	�����������������

Donna Naprstek
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Club Hub

New patches in 
the ACC store!

Elizabeth Parker Hut 
embroidered, sew-on 
patches now available
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Go to bit.ly/EP-HUTPATCH
or scan the code below.

Join us for the

2024 Remillard GMC
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Register at: bit.ly/ACC-GMC2024
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You can check out the auction items and place your 
bids on the Summit Bid website at summitbid.ca
beginning on October 24th.

Place your bids in this year's 
Summit Bid Auction 
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We're back — 
in green!
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Saturday, November 4th
4:00 - 6:00pm
Mountain Marketplace, Kinnear Centre, second floor, at the Banff 
Centre for Arts and Creativity.
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Club Hub

We’ve got you covered!

®oGuThtiwsrentrapCCAehT
to bring you travel insurance that 

covers the mountain activities you 
love, providing tailored advice most 

insurance companies can’t.

 alpineclubofcanada.ca/insurance 

Planning summer trips? 
Ask us about our 

multi-trip annual plans.
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Nominate a volunteer
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Deadline for nominations is December 31.

Nommez un bénévole
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La date de tombée des candidatures est le 31 décembre.

ACC Board 
of Directors
Each year, three of the nine positions on the 
ACC Board of Directors are up for election 
for three-year terms. The results of the 2023 
election were announced at the club’s 
Annual General Meeting in May:
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www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/acc-board-elections
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Executive Director's Message // Message de la Directrice générale 
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HERITAGE AWARDS

André Fink  
Andrew Fisher 
Ann Bussell 
Arno Dyck 
Bobbie Rathbun 
Brian Sansom 
Catherine Wirt 
Charles Price 
Chris Nadeau 
Christopher Andrews 
Dan Field 
David Chick 
David Williams 
Debra Hornsby 
Diane Casurella 
Dick Benoit 
Eszter Simon-Berci 
George Borchert 
Gordon Ferguson 
Harold Waters 
Isabelle Daigneault 
Jennifer Cordeiro 
John Mollison 
Josefine Dyck 
Julie Muller  
Karen Williams 
Knut von Satzen 

Andrew Riggs 
Bob Jones 
Bob Olinger 
Carolyn Cousins 
Christine Higgins 
Claude Mongeon 
David Cousins 
Diane Erickson 
Gerald Youzwa 
Jiri Novak 
Jon Fletcher 
Judy Linkletter

35 years 50 years

25 years

Charles (Chic) Scott 
Barry Narod 
Chester Davis 
Doris Davis 
Ellen Woodd 
Hans Fuhrer 
Harold Keushnig 
John Gray 
Peter Stockdale 
Robert Brusse 
Robert Rick 

Every year, the ACC celebrates members who have been with the club 
for 25, 35 and 50 years. We present these members an official lapel pin 
along with an official certificate (for 25 and 35 year members) or a wall 
plaque (for 50 year members).

Since 2022, 40 members reached the 25-year milestone, 25 members 
reached the 35-year mark, and 11 became members of the 50-year 
Heritage Club! 

Congratulations and thanks to our new 
Heritage Club Members listed below.

Le club alpin du Canada    |    Gazette    |    été 2022 11

Leandrea Kane 
Marc Harden 
Mike Royan 
Monir Taha 
John DeBruyn 
Myrene Mollison 
Neil Bosch 
Peter Ilott 
Rob Denson 
Roger Rathbun 
Tom Fransham 
Tony Nadon 
Wendy Bosch 

Julie Timmins 
Keith Thompson 
Ken Little 
Malcolm R. Talbot 
Mary Ann Thompson 
Tim Jellard 
Nancy Townshend 
Paul Erickson 
Richard Higgins 
Richard St. Pierre 
Robyn Bowles 
Tony Lewis 
Willa Harasym
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DON FOREST SERVICE AWARD 
Recipients of the Don Forest Service Award have contributed 
significant service to the club or a section over a minimum period 
of one to five years, such as:
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SILVER ROPE FOR LEADERSHIP
This award is presented to members in good standing with the ACC 
who have demonstrated technical skills and leadership abilities 
of a high calibre in mountaineering or ski mountaineering over a 
number of years. It is intended that the Eric Brooks Leader Award 
be awarded before qualifying for the SRLA.
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ERIC BROOKS LEADER AWARD
Members who have demonstrated a strong, consistent 
commitment to learn and apply technical and leadership skills in 
mountaineering or ski mountaineering on club or section-
organized activities for a minimum of one to five years.
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Members who have contributed outstanding service to the club 
or a section over a period exceeding five years:
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Recipients of the 2022 Volunteer Awards

Volunteers are the heart and soul of our club. Season 
to season, day in and day out for over a century, 
volunteers run the sections, write articles, lead trips, 
protect the alpine environment and demonstrate their 
commitment to the club. Every season, and in every 
part of Canada, volunteer trip leaders take enthusiastic 
groups and new members on climbing, hiking and 
skiing outings. They are skilled, dedicated, giving and 
tireless. Without them there is simply no ACC.

VOLUNTEER AWARDS
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The ACC Volunteer Awards recognize those 
members who have made significant contributions 
in furthering the aims and goals of the club and 
Canadian mountaineering in general. This year, please 
join us in recognizing the outstanding volunteers 
mentioned below.
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Featured Volunteers

Nominate a 
volunteer!
The ACC Volunteer Awards 
recognize the significant 
contributions members have 
made in furthering the goals of 
The Alpine Club of Canada. Show 
your appreciation by nominating 
a deserving member by this year’s 
deadline, December 31, 2023. 

bit.ly/acc-nominate-a-volunteer

Bryan Thompson
Don Forest Service Award
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Heather Chamberlain
Don Forest Service Award
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Marcus Tomlinson
Eric Brooks Leader Award
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JEN HIGGINS GRANT FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 

This grant promotes creative and energetic alpine-
related outdoor pursuits by young women. These 
projects should demonstrate initiative, creativity, 
energy and resourcefulness with an emphasis on self-
propelled wilderness travel and should provide value 
and interest to the community.

Amanda Bischke and Shira Biner 
Exploratory Climbing: A Human-Powered 
Expedition to the Coronation Glacier — $2,245
The Coronation Fjord and Coronation Glacier on the remote east coast 
of Baffin Island are lined with impressive rock faces up to 1000 metres 
high that have no record of being explored by climbers. There are three 
main components to their objective: establish first ascents of big wall free 
climbs, complete an all-female first ascent in the Arctic, and complete 
the expedition in the most human-powered way possible by traveling 70 
kilometres by sea kayak followed by 12 kilometres of glacier travel by foot 
to basecamp.

Sara Lilley, Isobel Phoebus and Sasha Yasinski
First Ascent to the Great Hall of the Gods — $2,000
This team's specific target is to climb one of a few potential new routes 
on the southwest face of Gladsheim Peak, the highest peak in the Valhalla 
Range. They hope the learning process ignited during this expedition will 
inspire continued female contribution to both local and international 
climbing communities. The upcoming guidebook for the Valhallas, 
alongside most guidebooks, contains an overwhelming majority of male 
first ascents. They hope to strengthen the representation of the female 
climbing community of Canada as capable, independent climbers.

JIM COLPITTS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
The financial costs of learning, developing and 
certifying mountaineering skills can be substantial, 
particularly for young people. Through the Jim 
Colpitts Memorial Scholarship, we aim to help out 
with those financial costs.

Antje Gille 
ACC Intro to Mountaineering  — $1,065
Antje is 19 years old and from Edmonton. She's beginning a degree in 
Environmental Science at the University of Alberta. Antje would like to 
take this course in order to gain practical knowledge on glacier travel and 
basic mountaineering skills.

KARL NAGY MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship was established in 2001 to assist 
aspiring guides and volunteer leaders in the 
development of their skills.

Corey Woolnough
GMC Spot — $2,995
Training for the Alpine Guide's Exam for fall of 2023. Corey’s goal in 
becoming a guide is to teach and help others develop thieir skills.

With contributions from many generous donors, The Alpine Club of Canada 
has established funds to support mountaineering-related projects and initiatives. 
Support is provided in the form of annual cash grants and scholarships to individuals 
and groups who are judged as best meeting the selection criteria. Each year the 
ACC grants over $15,000 through the grants listed below.

2023 ACC GRANT RECIPIENTS

Congratulations and thanks to our grant recipients.
The application deadline for 2024 grants will be Dec 31, 2023
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ACC ENVIRONMENT GRANT
The purpose of the grant is to provide support that 
contributes to the protection and preservation of 
mountain and climbing environments, including 
the preservation of alpine flora and fauna in their 
natural habitat.

Heather Shaw — Living Lakes Canada
High Elevation Monitoring Project — $4,000
Heather works with LLC’s team of experienced advisors, hydrologists, and 
two professors of biology with years of experience in alpine lake monitoring. 
This program fosters a greater understanding of high elevation regions and 
alpine ecosystems, and is crucial for making science-based management 
decisions in the face of climate change. 

Marc Piché - Friends of Bugaboo Park
East Creek Diversion Toilet Upgrade — $2,303
The FOBP plans to replace the East Creek toilet (outside of Bugaboo 
Glacier Provincial Park) with a urine-diverting system. These toilets 
have been tried and proven effective worldwide, including in several 
BC Parks. Replacement of the barrels associated with the current “green 
throne” toilet system has proven difficult due to the remote nature of the 
site which results in overflowing barrels and occasionally running out of 
barrels at the site altogether. 

Mary Sanseverino and Zac Robinson
Mountain Voices: The Mountain Legacy Project and 
a Century of Change in Western Canada — $2,000

This is a book project. Mountain Voices chronicles change in Canadian 
mountain landscapes told by those intimately acquainted with the 
mountains. Powered by the largest systematic collection of historical 
mountain photographs, and animated by a two decade-long effort to 
document change with repeat photography, this book will be a beautiful 
and compelling display of mountain photographs, past and present. 

PHILIPPE DELESALLE 
MEMORIAL GRANT
The Philippe Delesalle Grant, given annually to 
underprivileged youth from across Canada, aims to 
expand access to alpine experiences, knowledge and 
culture for more Canadians.

The ACC is currently working with Spirit North to put on a climbing course 
in the fall of 2023 for Indigenous youth. We are hoping to welcome back 
participants from last year's course to help mentor the new participants. 

JOHN LAUCHLAN 
MEMORIAL AWARD
The John Lauchlan Memorial Award is a cash and 
mentorship award designed to assist Canadian 
climbers. The award exists to perpetuate the bold and 
adventurous spirit which John Lauchlan exemplified 
in his climbing exploits. Specifically, the award strives 
to promote the development of Canadian alpinists 
through the support of worthy expeditions and 
mountainous adventures in Canada and abroad. 
More information is available at JohnLauchlanAward.
com. The ACC assists with the award administration.

Zac Colbran and Grant Stewart
Canadians on Mt Huntington in Denali National 
Park — $5,000
Our main objective is to establish a new route up a buttress on the West 
Face of Mt. Huntington. The route follows very steep mixed terrain 
linking rock corners into large ice features to establish 700 metres of 
highly-technical new ground before intersecting with the upper climbing 
of the Colton/Leach route and reaching the summit of Mt. Huntington.

Receive financial support for your mountain-related 
projects and initiatives!

Support is provided in the form of annual cash grants and 
scholarships to individuals and groups who are judged as best 

meeting the selection criteria. Each year the ACC grants over 
$15,000 through the grants listed above.

Apply by December 31st, 2023 at bit.ly/ACC-Grants
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How to apply
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Winter 2023/24 
Programs

Sign up today at: adventures.alpineclubofcanada.ca

Courses
• Winter Crevasse Rescue

• AST 1 and AST 2

• Avalanche Basics Course (AST 1 + day of guided skiing)

• Intro to Ice Climbing

• Intro to Ski Mountaineering

• Intro to Backcountry Skiing

• Women and Non-binary Edition

• Split Board Specific Edition

Camps
• First Freeze Ice Camp

• Rogers Pass Powder (Wheeler and Asulkan offerings)

• Wapta Traverse

• Bow Yoho Traverse

• Fairy Meadow Ski Week

• Kokanee Cabin Ski Week

The Alpine Club of Canada

_036BO_395544_308138_8.38 x 10.88_40PG_Alpine Club gazette_2023-10-17_13-49.pdf;16



Le club alpin du Canada  |  Gazette  |  hiver 2023 17

��������������������������������������������
�������������
�
������	������������������������������������
�����
������
�����������������������������������������������

���������������������������������
������������
��������
��	�
���
����������������
����������������������������������
�������������� ��­��������	��������������������
��������������
����
������������������������������������������������
�������
��������������������
���	����������
�������������������
�����
���������������������
���������������������������������
��������� �������������������������	��������������������������
����������������
����	��
�����������������
��������������
���������������������������������������	�����������
� ��������
����������������������������

����������
������������������
�����������������
������
���������������������������������
�������������������������������������������� ��������
�����������
����������������	����
�����������������������������������
��������������������� ����� �	����������������
����������������������������������
���������������������
���������������������������������������������
�	�
� ����������
��������������������������������������������
��������	���������
�������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������ ���������������������������������
���� ���
�����������������������
��	���������������
������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������
���������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
����� �����
���������������������
���������������������������
�	���������
��������	����������

�������������������������������������
��������������������
�����������������������������������������������
���� ���
���������

Restoring BC’s 
Athabasca Pass 
Heritage Trail
Members of The Alpine Club of Canada 
Columbia Mountains Section are hard 
at work restoring the western side of an 
iconic trail. 
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History of the trail 
��������������������������������������� ���������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������
������������������������� ����� ��������������������������
����
�
���	��������������������������������
����������
������������������������
�������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������
������������������
���������	���������� ����
����������������
�������������������������������������������������
���������
�
��������������������������������������������������­��������
�������������������������������������­������
	����������
����
�
�������������������������
������	����������	��������������
�������������������������������
�����
���������������������
����	����������������������������
���������������
����	������ ��������
������������������������
���������������������������
�����������������������
���������
��������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������
���������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������� ����������
��������������������������������������������������������� ������	�
���������	��������������
�����������
����������������� ������������
����������
������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������

Section Adventures

�����������������

Le club alpin du Canada  |  Gazette  |  hiver 2023 17

_036BO_395544_308138_8.38 x 10.88_40PG_Alpine Club gazette_2023-10-17_13-49.pdf;17



18 The Alpine Club of Canada  |  Gazette  |  Winter 2023

Reviving the trail 
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Unfortunately, the planned 
2023 Athabasca Pass 
Heritage Trail maintenance 
trip did not go ahead due to 
a variety of issues. However, 
several people did paddle 
and bike, then hike to the 
top of Athabasca Pass from 
the west side.  

They reported that:

• the trail is in excellent 
condition

• the Jeffrey Creek Bridge 
is in excellent condition 

• the old trail markers 
from 20 to 40 years ago 
should be replaced by 
our new UV-resistant 
ones 

• about five to ten trees 
had fallen across the 16 
km trail 

Uri Naprstek of the ACC 
Columbia Mountains Section 
is currently applying for 
funding for a maintenance 
trip that would take place in 
early September, 2024. 

2023 Trip 
UPDATE
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Trip Feature

Trekking in the 
Dogtooth Range

ACC Dogtooth Traverse
July 21-30, 2023
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A Summer 
in the life
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Take an inside look at a season of hut 
servicing and building projects of the 
ACC facilities maintenance team.

Huts Feature
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2023 Capital 
Projects
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Logistics
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Bugaboo: 
the newest 
ACC section
The Alpine Club of Canada 
proudly welcomes its 25th 
local section

Section Profile
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Connecting mountain enthusiasts
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A dedicated leadership team
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Engaging the local community
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The path ahead
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Mountain Art
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2023 GMC
Photo Contest

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE

The annual GMC Photo Contest is open to anyone attending 
a week of the General Mountaineering Camp that year. 
Participants, artists, volunteers, and guides can submit their 
photos for a chance to win some very nice prizes from our 
contest sponsor, Mountain Hardwear. 
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FIRST PLACE 

TANIS MALKOSKE
Tanis's photo hits all the notes, particularly on the 
rock quality in the Chess Group. The composition 
is clean and clear, the snow and faint background 
provide a sense of height, and a loose rope on loose 
rock adds to the excitement of the situation. Well 
done, Tanis!
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SECOND PLACE 

ALEX WILLIAMS
Speaking from a purely technical and emotional 
standpoint, Alex takes the cake with this photo. The 
composition is perfect to show scale, depth, and 
clarity. The colours are stunning, our main subjects 
have a clear definition, and the clouds add enough 
uncertainty to keep things tense. Fantastic job, Alex. 
This is one we'd hang on our wall! 
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THIRD PLACE

XAVIER BONACORSI

Xavier's photo spoke to the climber in us: 
so often, the approach to an objective is 
a long, drawn-out process, and then the 
mountain appears, and you're faced with 
the reality that your day's just begun. The 
towering wall of rock above the roped 
party, with its vertical striations and 
summits in haze...it's a statement on why 
we like to climb, and that's not because it's 
easy. Nice one, Xavier!
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Where humanity and 
decision making meet
ACC Winter Guide Doug Latimer shares a 
quick mental trick we can all apply to help 
ensure the group’s safety when heading out 
into the wilderness.

Mountain Safety
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Recreation is part of our humanity
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Dan poses on summit 
of Mt. Lefroy for what 
will become the iconic 
ACC Throwback T-shirt. 

Dan Verrall 
Dan is employed by the 
ACC, moves his family into 
the Canmore Clubhouse.

1970s

1984

Dan’s job grows to include 
facilities manager. 
He renovates every single 
hut, builds some new ones. 

2005

2011-14
2019-today

Dan packs 30kg cast 
iron commemorative 
ACC plaque to Yoho 
Pass. A much younger 
Lawrence White, left, 
packs the glue. 

Dan retires from the ACC.

Da
fac

and theACC

Dan is recalled 
from retirement
to run the General 
Mountaineering 
Camp. Leaves all 
sites in pristine 
condition. 

1990-2006

Dan is recalled 
from retire-
ment again to
transition 
logistics and 
mechanical 
systems for 
Shadow Lake 
Lodge. Don’t 
go anywhere, 
Dan…

Thank you and congratulations, Danny!

2023
Dan is honoured as Patron of the Mountain Guides Ball. 
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