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MOUNTAINEERING SECTION

The Apex Of The Coast Range
By W. A. Don Munday

Since this article was written the Geographic Board of Canada has changed the name of
Mystery Mountain or as was suggested Mt. George Dawson to Mt. Waddington. McCallum Mt. is
Devereux Mt., Trapper Creek is Brew Creek, Mt. Marcus Smith is Mt. Marcus, Mystery Glacier
is Franklin Glacier, Gorge Creek is Whitemantle Creek, Mussel Creek and Laurette Lake are
Devereux Creek and Lake; Mt. Massive is Mt. Reliance.

The route of the 1926 expedition to the highest peak of the Coast Range of British Columbia
had proven prohibitively difficult, but that season’s exploration had not definitely determined
a better one. Presumably the great southern glacier of the region drained to the Pacific Ocean
at Knight Inlet' by way of the Franklin River.? Further exploration was therefore a necessary
preliminary to the 1927 expedition. The peak’s official height is 13,260 feet.

Leaving Vancouver on the Union steamer “Venture” on May 30, my wife and I arrived at
Knight Inlet cannery at 10:30 p.m. the next day. Mr. Matthews, cannery manager, provided us with
a room on the floating camp, “Samson,” a former government dredge.

We got away next morning about 10 a.m. with our 15-foot boat and outboard motor, and
as soon as we left Glendale Cove we got a taste of Knight Inlet’s infamous west wind rushing in
from Queen Charlotte Sound. We ran eight miles to Kwalate Bay to meet Mr. J. R. Stanton and
his wife; trapper, fisherman, handlogger, he is typical of the hardy resourceful folk scattered along
British Columbia’s mountainous coast. He gave us much useful information about Knight Inlet
and advised us to go up the Klinakline valley by way of his trap-line and try to reach the Franklin
Valley by climbing over the intervening ridge. Their hospitality, and the fact that we could not get
into the mouth of the Klinakline (Kleenakleen) River before the next day’s afternoon tide, decided
us to spend the night with them.

Indian tradition asserts that a village at Kwalate Bay was destroyed by a tidal wave caused
by a landslide from the precipice of Adeane Point three miles ‘away diagonally across the inlet.
However, waves of almost destructive size caused by rock falls have been experienced by the
Stantons in recent years as the result of the rapidity with which a splendid waterfall is tearing down
a cliff two miles away and directly across from the old village site.

The crumbling character of most of the mountain walls along Knight Inlet gives to it a
wild aspect. Winter avalanches sweep whole mountain sides from crest to tidewater. Waterfalls

1 Named after Admiral Sir John Knight, K.C.B., by Lieut. Commander Broughton who examined Knight Inlet in
1792. Shown as Braza de Vernaci on Valdes and Galiano’s chart, after the lieutenant of the Spanish exploring ship
“Mexicana.” B. C. Coast Names, Capt. Walbran, p. 291.

2 Named after Benjamin Franklin who in 1892 explored from Tatla Lake down the Klinakline valley hoping to find
a route to drive his cattle to the coast.
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abound in June, many cascades being thousands of feet in height. Rainbow Falls fill a box canyon
at sea level with mist; passing at a little distance the observer sees the cloud change hue slowly
through the whole range of colours of the rainbow, only one colour being present at a time. It is a
most beautiful spectacle. At Cascade Point a glacial stream divides and flings twin falls over the
end of a truncated spur. Petals of wild crabapple fell like snow around a hidden cabin beside one
of the channels of the Klinakline River to which we had been directed. We spent the night here
before going on to the second lake in “Interior Valley,” a remarkable valley within the main valley.
Viewing this from the inlet, Bancroft® regarded it as an example of the truncation and alignment
of spurs which record so graphically the intense glaciation which went on in these fiords and their
continuations inland. Interior Valley is about twelve miles long, its six lakes “step up” regularly,
and seen from above it seems an independent watershed invaded and captured by the ancient
Klinakline Glacier.

A climb to 3,500 feet up the eastern mountain side permitted alluring glimpses of the
glacier only partly explored which, at 500 feet above sea level, forms the source of the west fork
of the Klinakline River. The glacier is about 15 miles inland and is probably 25 miles long; it is
variously reported to be four to six miles wide where it forks 10 miles from the snout.

The crest of the ridge on which we climbed was wooded and we caught only glimpses of
Mystery Glacier 2,500 feet below. We had been misled, for the Franklin Valley was the logical
approach. All the big peaks at the head of the glacier were in cloud. But we had cleared up
some doubts as to the relationship of various topographical features, so the time was not wholly
wasted.

On the third day we went back to the boat, the stage of the tide required to let us out of the
Klinakline River barely giving us time to get into the mouth of the turbulent Franklin while it was
somewhat tamed by the flood tide. The range between high and low water in Knight Inlet some-
times amounts to over 20 feet, the water at times rising or falling an inch a minute. We landed at
the foot of a rock-slide swept by the river.

Franklin valley is a typical glacial gorge. River channels occupy most of the floor. Its
eastern wall rises in an unbroken sweep from 5,000 to 7,500 feet; the western is less imposing.
The weather was none too favourable. Dense tangled vegetation on rugged sidehills proved im-
penetrable under the handicap of heavy packs. The ground was often very rough underfoot, so we
set to work to cut a trail through to the glacier, about six miles in a straight line. One evening in
driving rain we climbed to about 1,200 feet above sea level on the glacier, and about 700 feet above
the snout. Next day we returned to the river mouth.

Thanks to our seaworthy boat, we reached Kwalate Bay on June 13, in spite of the west
wind and threatening seas. There is amazingly little shelter along the whole 70 miles of the inlet.
Next day we were able to continue to the cannery and returned to Vancouver on the “Venture.”

We returned north on the same ship on July 18, my wife and I being the only two who had
been on the previous year’s expedition. Last minute changes resulted in the personnel of the party
consisting of our two selves and Mrs. Munday’s sister, Mrs. E. M. McCallum.

Our engine had been damaged in some unaccountable manner and the spare part could not
be got in less than two weeks from Vancouver, so we rowed to Kwalate. From there Mr. W. Perkus
towed us about eight miles more to Grave Point where we spent the night in an old Indian smoke
house. In the morning we rowed the remaining 20 miles against the tide and the current produced

3 Memoir No. 23 Can. Geological Survey, by J. Austen Bancroft; p. 41.

11



The Canadian Alpine Journal 1926-27

Don Munday
Mt. Waddington From Marvel Ridge

Don Munday
Mt. Jubilee and Confederation Glacier From Across Franklin (Mystery) Glacier
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by the two big glacial rivers.

Bulldog flies plagued us on the water, and became almost unendurable at the mouth of the
Franklin. Caching boat and engine and unpacking supplies used most of the following forenoon,
we broke camp on the 23rd and moved up-river opposite the first tributary from the east. The river
was rising rapidly and by forcing us on the higher rougher ground increased greatly the task of
relaying supplies, and also necessitated some heavy trail cutting through devil’s club, salmonberry,
etc. The glacier appears to be discharging more debris than the river can carry, so the level of much
of the valley floor is rising. Old moraines are still subsiding towards the river, thus opening root-
bridged fissures in the woods.

Ice blocks were seen plowing up the boulders in the river bed. At times they were sufficient
in quantity to choke channels and divert the river. A rock weighing approximately 30 tons, and on
which we had cached supplies, was moved later about 50 yards down a new channel cut through
green timber. Much of the ice reaches Knight Inlet but only in small pieces.

The glacier has retreated about a mile in the past 100 years. The old lateral moraines,
stand 500 feet above the river and indicate periods when the ice melted back slowly for some
time before extensive losses took place again. The river had undermined the west margin of the
glacier for about 400 yards so that it flowed through a defile between the 100-foot ice cliff and
the dangerously unstable lateral moraine. The cavern of exquisite violet and blue from which the
river emerged in July and August was about 150 feet in width; in June the cave did not exist; in
September it was breaking down.

The glacier proved disappointing as a highway. It has a complex flow and descends in a
series of steps, ice-fall conditions being hardly smoothed out before another break occurs; each
promontory constricts it sufficiently to produce high pressure ridges. Intense thawing at low altitudes
steepens southern faces of ice, and the strong cold wind down the glacier serves to accentuate the
differential thawing. Fortunately we had crampons, for, although the gradient of the glacier is
generally gradual, much of the footing was so steep that step-cutting would otherwise have been
a necessity with heavy packs. The wind down the glacier was strong enough to be reckoned as an
impediment.

The lateral moraines average about 250 feet in height, and the steep mountain sides above
them present surprising difficulties in the matter of finding a site on which to pitch even a small
tent. Some of the surface streams cut such deep gorges in the ice that they were obstacles to be
reckoned with.

Lit by the setting sun, the twin summits of Mystery Mountain came into view on July 29
from an elevation of 1,500 feet on the glacier. The evening of August 1st found us with heavy
packs almost baffled by a maze of great chasms in our attempts to get “ashore” to the foot of
a pretty water-fall on the east side. A flowery but rough morainal bench looked delightful, but
obviously was only a fair weather camp.

This turned out to be our base camp. The elevation was 4,200 feet. Having brought all
our supplies up the glacier and indulged in a day’s rest, we climbed 3,200 feet behind camp to a
crest we named Marvel Ridge. Visibility was perfect, and the summit revealed the immensity of
Mystery Glacier as well as the unchallenged supremacy of Mystery Mountain whose 10,000 and
11,000 foot guardians were dwarfed by the monarch’s mass and height. It became apparent that the
glacier covered fully 100 square miles and was 25 miles in length. The day was one of unforget-
table memories.

We left base camp next day with four days’ grub and no certain destination as we did not

13
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Don Munday
Lower Pinnacles of Spearman Peak on East Ridge of Mt. Waddington

Don Munday
Franklin (Mystery) Glacier, Opposite Base Camp (1927) With Junction of Confederation
Glacier at 4000 Feet
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know how close to the mountain we could find firewood. The place we had in mind was Icefall
Point on the west side of the glacier which here swept round in an arc of almost 90 degrees, its
serried séracs advancing majestically in curving waves, subsiding to lose themselves gradually in
the flatter stretch 500 feet below.

Shortly after descending the troublesome moraine at base camp, we had to tackle an imposing
mass of séracs. | put my pack down while cutting steps around a huge pinnacle, whereupon a
muddy torrent burst through within a yard of my pack. Later we found that this was the suddenly
released water of a marginal lake formed by one of the streams from Yataghan Glacier. Sometimes
the lake did not exist, but sometimes it was 40 feet deep. Longitudinal crevasses proved vexations
on this trip.

At Icefall Point we found an exposed campsite at 5,500 feet near a little morainal lake.
There was enough wood for a small party for a short time.

For a mile above this main icefall Mystery Glacier was badly crevassed, so next day we
climbed over Icefall Point carrying with us a supply of cooked food and a limited amount of
firewood. By way of the first of the large southerly tributary glaciers we descended to the main
glacier and ascended its westerly fork. Crevasses were troublesome to a degree, and about 4 p.m.
we became involved in a series crossing each other at right angles and almost completely masked
though highly unsafe. For an hour we travelled away from our objective more than toward it.
Shortly before the sun went down we found a ledge at 7,000 feet on a cliff cluttered with loose
debris by recently retreating ice. Here we bivouacked. Many meteors were noted this night.

Starting at 4:15 a.m., we had an anxious climb of 900 feet up glaciated slabs heaped with
loose boulders. We then descended 600 feet to Dais Glacier, crossed it to Regal Glacier, and
ascended the latter. It tumbles magnificently out of a 10,500 foot basin in the angle of the great
west ridge and the southwesterly spur; the crest of the latter (never yet seen by us in profile)
promised access to the main mass of Mystery Mountain west of Epaulette Glacier which caps the
summit ridge.

Regal Glacier offered enough problems to be exhilarating to the leader at least, and its
snow formations were splendid even in a region where glacial features are on a colossal scale. A
bergschrund guarded the base of the cliffs everywhere. Two attempts failed to force the upper lip,
and finally we had to cross a slender bridge and traverse a steep ice slope to steep rocks, where a
shower of fragments greeted us as we took off crampons with one hand while hanging on with the
other.

The rocks were shattered, the ledges sloping. We went straight up to the apex of a small
peak about 11,000 feet high. Much of the south face of this ridge actually overhangs. Advance
along it was not perhaps impossible but certainly impracticable, calling for the traverse of difficult
towers that almost attained the dignity of individual peaks.

But we were now only level with the top of Dais Glacier, above which rises the immense
south wall of the mountain, crowned at the nearer end with the impending blue cliffs of Epaulette
Glacier. Forest fires dimmed distant views.

The worst part of the descent was the glaciated slabs above our bivouac, which we reached
at 7:10 p.m. The tedious tramp back to Icefall Point next day was by way of a cliff-foot capped by
a lively hanging glacier on the side of Mt. Cavalier.

From Icefall Point we went on the 9th, to base camp and brought up more grub. Then the
weather broke and we found our camp site very bleak. Snow fell on all the peaks.
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Mrs. Munday
North Peak of Mt. Munday at Left, Main Peaks in Centre Distance. One of Arabesque
Peaks at Right From Spearman Col
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On the 13th we set out for Corridor Glacier, the east branch of Mystery Glacier, by the
same route over Icefall Point. The two branches meet almost head-on at the base of Mt. Halberdier,
Corridor Glacier then being forced abruptly around the end of Glacier Island in an arc of nearly
180 degrees, greatly disrupting its surface. Glacier Island is capped with ice that flows opposite
ways to Agur Glacier* and Corridor Glacier.

Finding the ice much shattered at the angle of Jester Mountain, we climbed the cliffs 350
feet to a small grass patch which made a fine bed, although a little rain would have made it
untenable. The elevation was 7,000 feet. A handful of juniper sticks helped out the scanty supply
of wood we brought in our packs.

By brilliant moonlight we left at 12:40 a.m., descending to the broken: marginal ice of
Corridor Glacier and working out to the middle where the longitudinal crevasses were completely
masked by thin, brittle snow. The distance involved made it impracticable to sound with the axe at
every step, so the leader was certain to break through frequently. Mrs. Munday assumed leadership
on the return trip by moonlight.

We sat down at dawn for second breakfast on an ice mound at the foot of the great trough
plowed for 2,500 feet down the icefall of Buckler Glacier by avalanches from two hanging glaciers
high up on the face of Mystery Mountain. Richly violet, the shadow of the earth hung in the south-
westerly sky under a band of glowing rose so vivid it might well have been the sun’s vanguard
instead of night’s rearguard.

The massive ruins of the icefall were a delight to the eye, but serious obstacles. More than
once a single bridge was the only possible route in the whole width of the icefall. To avoid passing
immediately under the hanging glaciers we were forced to find a way up a succession of toppling
100 foot walls, and we crossed the glacier three times among their immense fragments before we
found a causeway to the basin above. Tawny smoke-clouds were now pouring over Spearmen Peak
and Mt. Munday® from the north.

The sunlight had struck the upper face of Mystery Mountain and the great precipices
reverberated with loosened rocks and ice and snow. Most of the southerly face is so swept by
avalanches that the edges of ledges are distinctly rounded off.

We hoped to gain the crest of the eastern ridge by way of a belt of cliffs under the snow
slope on the western face of Spearmen Peak which guards the end of this easy-looking ridge.
The ladies described the rocks of Spearmen Peak as “looking like marble cake, only more so.”
The rocks are intricately mottled with several colours from white to nearly black; the effect is a
most baffling camouflage giving the misleading impression of easy climbing where it is wholly
impossible. The nearly vertical slabs of granite schist break with numerous small overhangs.

We tried three easy looking ways, the last one being nerve-racking in the extreme as the
heat of the day was bringing down snow and rocks along the wall. Both women were bruised
repeatedly; Mrs. Munday’s hair was matted with blood, and her arm severely bruised by interposing
it toward a rock from her sister’s head. Finally a place was reached where to have advanced would
have violated the rudimentary principles of good climbing. And even had this danger spot been
conquered it would have meant a night on a ledge at 11,000 feet before continuing the ascent.

Therefore we started down, reaching the bergschrund at dusk. Avalanches of snow and

4 From Mt. Agur, named after A. E. Agur, member of the 1926 expedition, killed in an avalanche near Vancouver.
Height approximately 10,000 feet.

5 Name recommended by Mr. G. G Aitken, B. C. representative of the Geographic Board of Canada, after members
of the climbing party. Height approximately 11,000 feet.
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rock had choked some of the crevasses, thus furnishing us with short cuts, but our crampon tracks
had thawed away, and but for the guidance of a black film pack paper we should have perhaps had
to wait three or four hours for the moon to reveal the way down the icefall.

Frost had not yet strengthened the snow bridges, walls were dripping, pinnacles collapsing.
When we had groped an anxious way through the worst of the icefall, the moon topped Spearmen
Peak. Steep slopes by this time had become especially trying as the frosty crust broke away from
the sodden layer below. Four hours were required to descend 2,000 feet of the icefall. We reached
the bivouac at 3:45 a.m.

Shortly past noon we were packing up, and we reached Icefall camp at 6:55 p.m., having
decided to start on the morrow for the base of the formidable west ridge which Mrs. Munday
thought held the secret of the route to the summit.

Passing under the ice-capped cliff in the icefall on the slopes of Mt. Cavalier, we missed a
fusilade of fragments by a scant minute. We spent the night about 200 feet above our first bivouac,
but the inviting little grass patch was mostly afloat in a pool, and it proved a cold, uncomfortable
camp.

We again climbed over the spur of Mt. Cavalier to avoid the icefall at its westerly base,
and descended into the immense basin into which empty Dais, Regal and Fury glaciers. Travelling
was tedious owing to the snow being deeply pitted. Fury Glacier descends from Fury Gap in a
thousand-foot icefall. Near the top of this we got off on to the rocks and bivouacked just below the
glacial crest of the Gap, at 8,700 feet.

Fury Gap is not a true pass, the descent on the north to Scimitar Glacier being impracticable.
Dead insects and small migratory birds littered the snow. The Coast Range, here has a well-defined
crest and Fury Gap is the only real break in it: for many miles east and west.

Smoke was again dense. Going across the Gap to the base of the peak we named Mt.
Chris. Spencer®; we studied such unpromising parts as were visible of the great west ridge with
its 10 peaks ranging in height from 10,000 to 11,500 feet. The north peak shone far away, 5,000
feet above us. From the immense basin enclosed by Mystery Mountain, Teidemann Peak and
MI Hickson’, Scimitar Glacier cascaded chaotically in two parallel icefalls for 2,000 feet into a
curving valley that was savagely desolate in its utter lack of vegetation, the bare crags soaring from
the glacier floor too sheerly, in most places, for snow to cling. These peaks between Mt. Spencer
and Mt. Bell® promise excessively difficult rock climbs. “Forbes dirt bands” are well defined on
Scimitar Glacier. The Geographic Board has approved the name of Mt. Geddes, after the late Mr.
M. D. Geddes, for a turretted rock peak about 11,500 feet, west of Scimitar Glacier.

We overslept, not getting away until 5 a.m. At 7:10 we reached the summit of Fireworks
Peak, 10,500 feet. Beyond this we met the summit ice cap which extends the full length of the
mountain although scarcely hinted at in views from the southern side. Quite extensive sections
of the crests of the peaks of the west ridge actually overhang the southern wall. Alternating with
equally narrow ribs of ice, these peaks form the splendid skyline route. We had no crampons, the
changes from rock to ice being too frequent to use them to advantage.

We met the first big gap in the ridge at 11,500 feet, the peak on which we stood was a thin
rock wall leaning over southward at an angle of about 10 degrees; the north side was hard ice too
steep to cut steps down, so the enforced descent of 300 feet was by way of the badly shattered end

6  After Mr. Chris Spencer, A.C.C. Height about 11,000 feet.
7  After Dr. J. W. A. Hickson, A. C. C. About 11,000 feet.
8  After Col. F. C. Bell, CM.G., A.C.C. Probably 12,000 feet
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of the rock wall which was like a narrow buttress leaning sideways appreciably.

We then approached what we had referred to as the Bulge as in some lights its ponderous
icecap appeared to swell out over the edge of the southern cliffs. After failing to outflank it on the
north, we cut steps directly up it for about 100 feet.

While lunching on the summit, about 11,500 feet, the rocks beneath our feet seemed to
quiver with the thunderous descent of thousands of tons of rocks from one of the peaks of the
southwest ridge, and we watched the tremendous mass crash down upon the tiny line of foot-prints
still marking the route of our first attempt.

The descent of the Bulge for about 300 feet was as curious a situation as a climber is likely
to meet. A lip of broken rock averaging 18 inches in width dipped diagonally steeply along the base
of the precipitous ice cap, and between the rocks of the ledge the rashly inquisitive glance might
note that the whole ledge overhung like a cornice.

Below this airy pathway we encountered changed snow conditions reminiscent of the
last thousand feet of Mt. Rob-son, both snow and ice possessing a honeycombed structure and
consequent lack of cohesion.

Negotiating a bergschrund, we descended into a deep and steep glacial trough, mounted a
huge snow dome and faced the amazing knife-edge of the west aréte where it runs into Epaulette
Glacier. The northern face of the aréte was 